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"Everyone required to complete". This is for permanent foreign residents – so you can leave this
blank. You may well not be offered a form – they have begun phasing this out.

2. You may also be offered a customs form for those carrying over $500 of goods. This only applies to
individuals who plan to sell (or give gifts) above $500 in value. You should not plan on this and thus
won’t need to fill out this form.

3. On arrival, you will walk through the airport to Immigration. Use the lines for foreigners "estrangeiros",
or marked "non-Brazilian citizens." (There may be folks in yellow vests who speak English if you're
uncertain which line is which).

4. Give your passport and immigration form to the immigration officer. They will stamp and return the
form. *Important: keep this paperwork with your passport, as you will need to surrender it on
departure (there’s a fine if you lose it). If asked about the purpose of your trip, remember to say
tourism.

5. Once out of immigration and into baggage claim, there are bathrooms if needed. Do not drink tap
water in the airport nor use it to brush your teeth.

6. In baggage claim, pick up your luggage if you checked any (luggage carts are usually free). Proceed
through the customs line "no goods to declare”. You could be pulled aside for a random check of your
bags. No need to worry as long as you’ve followed all the advice about packing.

Connecting to your Manaus flight (if relevant)

Make sure that you are at the right airport (e.g., there are two major airports in both São Paulo and Rio de
Janeiro), and that you are at the right terminal (e.g., for domestic flights). Leave plenty of time to find the
right airline checkin desks, and to clear security.

Most of you will have enough time in a major city airport to draw cash from an ATM (or to change money
from US dollars to Brazilian real). This would be a good time to make sure you have enough cash for the
first week of the trip; it will be difficult to find ATMs or change money in Amazonas.

Arriving into Manaus

1. After de-boarding the plane, proceed to baggage claim. Use the restroom as needed, but remember
not to drink the water!

2. Make your way into the main arrival area of the airport, where you will be met by a bus to take you to
the hotel in Manaus. When you exit the luggage area there will be a sign marked “Universidade de
Colorado.”

Visas

If you are traveling on a US passport, you do not need a visa to enter Brazil. If you do not have US
citizenship, check the Brazilian visa requirements for your nationality. Be aware that the visa application
process can be long (several weeks to more than a month), complicated, and may entail substantial fees.

Once you have been provided with detailed visa instructions, it is your responsibility to follow
them carefully and in the recommended timeline.
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https://www.power-plugs-sockets.com/us/brazil/


Most chargers for laptops, tablets, cell phones, and digital cameras have an automatic voltage converter,
but double-check the charger to make sure (it should indicate this somewhere and may have a large “box”
on the plug or somewhere along the cord). If it contains a converter, then you simply need an adapter for
the different wall sockets in Brazil.

Clo



◻ Small over-the shoulder purse (for going out
at night)

◻ Camera and accessories
◻ Batteries as needed
◻ Adapter
◻ Flashlight/headlamp
◻ Journal
◻ Pens and pencils
◻ Ziploc bags (to keep things dry)
◻ Gifts for Brazilians – e.g. unique Colorado

items: postcards, chocolates, hats,
stationery, a children’s book

◻ Hat
◻ Sunglasses
◻ Water bottle
◻ Travel towel (every hotel and boat should

provide one, but a small personal one may
be smart)

◻ Underwear
◻ Socks
◻ T-shirts
◻ 1-2 nice dress up outfits
◻ Few pairs of shorts and tops

◻ Casual wear (sometimes you want to
shower after the day and change into
something clean!)

◻ Light sweatshirt/fleece (it can get VERY cold
on planes)

◻ Running/workout clothes
◻ Pajamas
◻ Swimsuit
◻ Closed shoes (e.g., running shoes)
◻ Sport sandals (e.g., Chaco, Teva, Keene)
◻ Flip-flops (you can buy cheaply in Brazil)
◻ Casual dress
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https://www.osac.gov/
http://travel.state.gov
http://twitter.com/travelgov
https://abroad.colorado.edu/index.cfm?FuseAction=Abroad.ViewLink&Parent_ID=0&Link_ID=6E1ECD4E-EB20-2115-147F869577275F93


● Pedestrians do NOT have the right of way like they do in Boulder. Brazilians drive aggressively and
do NOT stop for pedestrians. Be cautious and alert when walking on streets and sidewalks and follow
the lead of locals whenever possible.

Personal safety
● Whenever possible, avoid being alone. Absolutely do not walk around alone at night.
● People may sometimes make unnecessary comments – including offensive or suggestive comments

– to you as you wal



Dengue is caused by any one of four related viruses transmitted by mosquitoes. There are not yet any
vaccines to prevent infection with dengue virus and the most effective protective measures are those that
avoid mosquito bites. The principal symptoms of dengue are high fever and at



range from R$1.50 to R$2.10 in Ilhéus and Rio de Janeiro. In most city buses, you get on at the front and
exit from the back, though occasionally the reverse is true. Usually there’s a money collector sitting at a
turnstile just inside the entrance. Be careful however for pickpockets—buses



Most meals are included in the program cost and arranged for you. However, you may wish to buy
additional snacks. One option

http://www.ivu.org/
http://www.timezoneconverter.com/cgi-bin/tzc


Get an international plan for your current phone/serv



● Not everyone will speak English;
● Many buildings do not have elevators
● Sidewalks are not universal (be careful when stepping out onto the street)
● Waiting lines may not be structured
● Traffic laws and norms differ to the US
● There may be more flexibility with timeliness with appointments and meetings

Interacting with locals
As a rule, Brazilians are warm and friendly people. Many acquaintances will adopt you and treat you as
their friends. They will likely be flattered that you have chosen to learn their language and experience their
culture. Nonetheless, you should try to be courteous and respectful.



ACADEMICS
Please review the syllabus for details of the academic expectations and requirements for this course.

FINANCES

Ensure that you have reviewed the program budget in detail and understand which costs are included and
which you will need to cover on your own. Check estimated expenses not included in your program fee on
MyCUStudyAbroad.

Tipping
While many Brazilians do not tip, as foreigners, it may be expected that you will. Most restaurants will add
a 10% tip to the bill, but you can also add on a bit more as the service warrants. As a rule, taxi drivers are
never tipped very much. Porters are always found at airports and should be tipped a few reais. For
guides, tips should be modified, as always, if service is exceptionally good or bad.

Host Country Currency
The currency of program country: Real
The symbol for that currency (dollar = $): R$
The denominations of that currency (cents, etc.):

● Bills are available in R$2, R$5, R$10, R$20, R$50, and R$100.
● The coins are available in R$0.01, R$0.05, R$0.10, R$0.25, R$0.50, and R$1.00.

You can verify the current exchange rate with the dollar online – as of Apr 4, 2022 it was R$4.61 to US$1

Costs for Common Items in Your Host Country

Costs for common items can vary greatly from country to country. While building your budget, it is a
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http://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/


who accept credit cards. As such, do not rely on being able to use a credit card for day-to-day purcahses
as one might in the US. Avoid using debit/ATM cards for purchases for security reasons.

Be sure to call your credit card and debit card company before going abroad to inform them of
upcoming travel, so that your card is not blocked by your bank for ‘unusual activity’.

Bank machines (ATMs)
ATMs are convenient and can be found in most cities. When using an ATM you typically receive an
excellent exchange rate, one that is very close to the rate quoted in the newspaper. It is recommended
that you withdraw a fairly large sum of money (in broad daylight in a safe location of course!) and then
leave the bulk of the cash in your accommodation in a saf


